James Book

Title- “Where is the Freedom”

Operation Enduring Freedom was a great success for our nation.  The day we went into Afghanistan and began to literally run the Taliban out of town was a great day for the world.  There is no doubt in my mind or anyone with half a brain, the Taliban or Islamic Fundamentalist were not the master minds behind the 9-11 attacks.  

Our troops went through the mountains of Afghanistan like a well oiled machine.  Many of the terrorist cell groups have been demolished.  We have seen freedoms come about in that war-torn country that would have never happened without American intervention.  

I for one am very proud of our troops and the efforts they have made in that country.  Not only is the economy looking better in Afganistan, schools are opening and they are now engaged in free elections.  In fact a four star hotel opened recently.  So, it's safe to say that in a nation that for years presented no promise at all, finally has something to cheer about.
Unfortunatly not all is well in “turban land”.  No matter how much democracy has developed over the last few years this country is still guilty of human rights violations.
Many of us were shocked when we hear that Abdul Rahman was up on the verge of being executed simply because he converted from Islam to Christianity.  When given the opportunity to recant, he refused and the strict Sharia law which remains the law of the land demanded he be executed.

The point I am trying to make is this, how can we expect our boys in uniform to go and lay their lives on the line to promote democracy and freedom, in a land that can neither  appreciate nor affirm a citizens right to choose his or her own faith and religion? 
In my opinion, one of the greatest forms of liberty is the right to choose your own religion.  I am not a Catholic.  I don’t agree with Catholocism nor do I feel it’s biblical in many of its practices. Being said I would never want to see America force Catholics into changing their faith or face death.  That is exactly what is happening in a nation that for years suffered persecution at the hands of the ruthless Taliban. And yet after being freed from the totalitarian rule of the fundamentalist Islamic regime, they “the new Afghan Government”, is as ruthless.  

Michelle Malkin writes in the March 29th edition of the Conservative Chronicle, “How can we congratulate ourselves for liberating Afghanistan from the rule of jihadists only to be ruled by Islamists who kill Christians.”  Americans will not give their blood and treasure to prop up a new Islamic fundamentalists regimes. Democracy is more than purple thumbs.”   

How right she is. We can only hope that this nation will understand that freedom of religion is the bedrock of any civilized society.  To deny people the right to worship God as they choose would be detrimental to any nation’s survival. 

As I listened to the news reports of Abdul Rahman unshakeable faith in Christ and the Holy Spirit, I began to think of how many Christians all over the world are being persecuted for simply their faith and belief in Jesus Christ.  Many just like this simple Afghan would rather die for their faith and convictions that live with a compromise.”

Christians in America could learn from this man’s faith.  Christians in America find it difficult to express our faith when the only threat is someone might laugh or mock us.  Mr. Rahman was about to killed for his faith.  Thankfully he has found asylum in Germany.  

And so the concerns continue to mount in this troubled and volatile part of the world.  Can the Islamic people in Iraq Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan truly understand and appreciate real freedom and democracy?  Will our missionaries always feel threatened by the hate mongers that control the upper rankin file of the Islamic government?  Can a religion (Islam) that is built on the premise of hate, cruelty, power, and global takeover ever become a civilized religion? It remains to be seen.”
 So we the church must continue to pray for our missionaries who serve in hostile lands. We absolutely must pray for Christians who meet in secrecy because of the persecution they face. And we must pray for the Christians who face neither persecution nor bodily harm. Why you ask? So we don’t become complacent and careless with our beliefs.  James reminds us in the 1st chapter verse 3 “The trying of your faith worketh patience.”  Finally Jesus own words come to mind in Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.”
