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In the 19th century a well known and still often quoted German philosopher named Friedrich Nietzsche declared “the death of God.” He obviously hated everything Christianity stood for and espoused.  He taught that Christianity hindered man from truly discovering himself. He felt biblical mores artificially controlled man’s behavior to the point he was nothing but a mindless robot repressed by a God that never existed in the first place.  
We are blessed to have two campus ministry programs at two local universities here at First Christian Church.  Each Wednesday morning I teach a Bible study for our students. The other day I quoted from some of Nietzsche’s writings. Some of the students told me that his writings are extremely popular with many of their fellow students. You would be hard pressed to find any philosophy department in any secular university in America that did not hold this existentialist in high regard.  The question I find myself asking is why? Why did he have such disdain for the church and life and ministry of Jesus Christ?  As I continued to read about this man it was obvious that his main reason for hating Christianity had everything to do with the reason Christians become followers of Christ to begin with. Chuck Colson writes in his book How Now Shall We Live, “Nietzsche denounced Christian morality as a morality for slaves. He believed kindness, forgiveness, humility, obedience, and self-denial were the characteristics of weak, repressed slaves who had rejected the joy of life. 
I realize many people living in what I refer to as a post-Christian era hate the church for what it refers to as its “puritanical” way of living. The idea that anyone would try and impose their biblical beliefs on anyone is so foreign to today’s pluralistic thinkers. But Nietzsche takes his hate for the church a bit further than most progressives. He despised the Christian community not for its intolerance of sin, which would be expected, but rather for the good and for the benevolent acts that help shape and define Christianity.   Again notice his imperious tone toward the Christian belief system of doing good to others, loving ones neighbor and even praying for those who hate the church. He called this “life killing prudery” He considered these benevolent acts toward others as a sign of weakness and eventually believed that if a super-human race where ever to abound that Christians by nature of their beliefs would be annihilated.  By the way, wasn’t that the motivating force behind Nazi Germany?  

I say, “Hold your heads up proudly Christian men and women.” If the world wants to hate us because we “turn the other cheek” when attacked” or if society hates us because we “Give to those who ask of us and from those who need to borrow we turn not away- Than so be it!  Let’s face it more hospitals, orphanages, schools, clinics, and food kitchens have been started by God-fearing believers than by any other religious or charitable groups. We should never shy away from our true calling and that is to “Love the Lord our God with our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind and our neighbor as ourselves”-Matthew 22:37-38 Nobody went about doing more good on this planet than did Jesus Christ. He fed people who were hungry, clothed the naked and healed the sick. He loved people uncondionally and never put a price tag on his compassion for the less fortunate. The way the world responded to Jesus kindness was to crucify him. They to felt he was weak and ineffective because he did not define his kingdom with vast armies and an insatiable appetite for world domination. No, Jesus rather turned the world upside down with a message of hope and spiritual deliverance. A message the world looks at today with utter contempt.  Pop-culture cannot comprehend how a person can find true purpose in life by “denying themselves, taking up their cross and following after Jesus.”- Matthew 16:24  Modern  man cannot fathom how Christians can find contentment in these words spoken by Paul in Ephesians 5:2 “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us.” 
That’s right Mr. Nietzsche as impossible as it to believe, true value in life is not found by living by ones own standards. Value in life is found when one lives for a calling and purpose greater than himself.  If Nietzsche proved anything it was this- It is the strong that can look at the less fortunate and not turn away.  It is the strong who take time out of their schedules to visit the widows and the orphans in need.  It is the strong not the weak who humble themselves and subjugate their will to a higher calling. Our world if full of corruption brought on by the likes of Nietzsche, Hitler and Darwin. These men, not the Christian community, are responsible for the moral and ethical decay of our world. So I say proudly and boldly “I am a Christian”. I have committed myself to Christ and his teachings. I am not too proud to give of myself and to place the needs of others before my self-interest.  Why? Because Jesus himself “ Being in the form of God did not consider it robbery to be equal with God but made Himself of no reputation taking the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of man.”- Philippians 2:6-7
In closing, Christians understand their job in this world. It is to be transformed in the likeness of Christ. As God became flesh and dwelt among us, so we today as believers know unequivocally that a Christian’s success in life comes down to this and this alone- Am I Jesus to a dark world?  There is nothing better for a Christian to do for his community than to be the light and to share the light.
