MISSIONS NEWSLETTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH WINTER PARK
WINTER, 2011
The  year 2010 has come to a close and now we look forward to the challenges and blessings of 2011.  Last year we certainly had both challenges and blessings.  Like everyone else, our challenge was to tighten our missions budget.  It was difficult to reduce our offering to most missions from monthly to quarterly support.  However, as in the past, we did not eliminate any of our missions from the budget.  We appealed to the congregation and you stepped up.  Since June three of our missions have been supplemented by monthly donations from Sunday school classes—The Bereans,  Jars of Clay, and The Crusaders—for a total of $1370.00.  During our missions focus month of November, we were able to supplement the general missions fund, collecting $1561.00 in love offerings.  Early December brought numerous donated Christmas decorations, cards, and other items from Publix.  These were given away for a donation to the missions fund.  In just two Sundays we received $80.00 from those donations.  So we are happy to report that in 2010 we were very blessed to meet our budget.  And many of you have donated privately, either through the missions committee or directly to an individual mission.  On behalf of all of our missions and missionaries, we thank you.  May the Lord continue to bless each of you so abundantly as we strive to take the Gospel to all the world as He has commanded.
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Kerala Christian Mission
C.T. Abraham, cousin to Rajan Ipe, director of KCM, has become a church planter in the U.S.  Due to the high  population of Indians in the New York City area it has been a dream of KCM to plant a church there.  14 months ago that dream came to fruition.  Indian Christian Mission, located in Yonkers, N.Y., now has 2 services—one in the native language of Malayalam and another in English.  Other ministries of this church include small group studies, Sunday school, youth activities, and other outreach programs.  Kerala is “paying if forward.”  Kerala was first planted and they in turn planted other churches in India.  Then those churches have planted churches first in Dubai, Qatar, and now the U.S.A.  www.kcm-india.org.  Or www.indianchristianchurch.org. 
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Rapha House
With 2 locations in Cambodia and one safe house in Thailand, Rapha House only owns one property in Cambodia.  The other 2 are rental properties and they have now reached their maximum capacity.  A new property has become available in Cambodia from another Christian organization at well below market value.  Lord willing, this location will become another safe house for girls traded and exploited in the sex trafficking business for which this area is known.  In northern Thailand, Thai staff travels to remote villages and tells the stories of what really happens to young girls who are sold.  Through radio broadcasts they are able to send out messages to these tribes to combat trafficking before it takes place.  For more information visit the website www.raphahouse.org. 
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Good News Productions International
GNPI reports that more than 5,000 have been baptized in India over the past 2 years in part because of the projects of GNPI.  Christian music is being played in Buddhist temples and many are coming to Christ in neighboring villages.  The Eldoret, Kenya NOMaD teams (see newsletter from fall, 2010) started several new churches among the Pokot people.  Fifteen requests for potential NOMaD  teams have come in, which is far beyond what was ever dreamed.  This expansion continues to fulfill the mission of GNPI:  Accelerating Global Evangelism Through Media.  www.gnpi.org. 
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Lake Aurora Christian Camp & Retreat Center
February 4-5 brings the Professional Teacher’ Retreat featuring Melissa Forney as guest speaker.  March 4-5 is the Men’s Retreat and March 10 will be Young At Heart Day.    Visit www.lakeaurora.org for more details.
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Colombian Christian Mission
In November we all were blessed to hear Dr. Dale Meade speak about his extraordinary work in Colombia.  He has now returned to the mission field and has several projects in different stages of development—Christian textbook translation, church camp purchase, counseling expansion in Bogotá, and many others.  Read Dale’s blog at www.ccmon-line.com to keep up with this very energetic missionary as he continues to preach the Gospel to the “regions beyond.”
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Kagoshima Christian Mission
Walter and Mary Maxey have asked for specific prayers.  Pray for longtime attendees and those who attended Christmas outreach programs to open their hearts to Christ.  Pray for new young leadership in the churches and for more laborers  for the harvest.  www.tenbyten.com/kcm.
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Alpha Christian Academy
On February 10th Alpha will host their annual open house from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm.  Anyone interested in knowing more about Alpha and all it has to offer in the way of a Christian education is encouraged to attend.  Also, you may access more information about Alpha at www.alphachristianacademy.com .  Parents may want to click on the newsletter, “Paws”, for information such as event schedules and other newsworthy items.
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Christian Campus Fellowship
CCF continues to serve the college campuses in the Orlando Metropolitan area with Bible study, worship services, and fellowship among the students.  Many thanks to those students who, on January 16th did a very good job in leading our worship services here at FCCWP and to David Smith for his inspiring message.  You may e-mail Dave at dave65@sbcglobal.net. 
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Goniaves Christian Mission
Sainsurin Jean Baptiste reports that the church building and Christian school in Goniaves is nearly completed and is being used.  In Haiti everyone has to pay to go to school.  Many cannot afford to pay and that is the reason the school is part of the the mission.  Children not only get an education but they also hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.  www.nmsi.org.  
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Florida Christian College
What is IMPACT??  A weekend of fun, touch football, and opportunities for youth to worship God and learn from the Scriptures.  When?  February 4-6.  This will also serve as an opportunity for students to learn about FCC and the programs available to them.  February 18th is High School Day.  Visit www.fcc.edu for more information.
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Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangelism
As FAME enters their 5th decade of service plans are in place to expand not only medical mission trips to Sudan, but also to Niger.  In addition, they have partnered with a sister organization to supply a medical van in Myanmar so that medical teams willing to go can reach remote villages.  More information can be found at www.fameworld.org.
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American Rehabilitation Ministries
Among the many things that ARM does is supply portable, collapsible baptistries in prisons, jails, and missions, throughout the world;  even the U.S. military battlefields have ARM’s baptistries.  One Pakistani Christian said that if it weren’t for the portable baptistery many would not be baptized, for the only other place for immersion would be too public—it would be instant death by the hands of Muslims.  www.arm.org.  Remember in prayer those persecuted for their faith.
[image: ]
Wireless Church of Christ and Myanmar Orphans Mission
Judah and Kwah continue their work for the Lord in Myanmar despite very difficult conditions.  Judah recently traveled to the northern part of Myanmar where travel had not been allowed for some time to visit those churches.  He reports that the trip was very worthwhile and that much prayer is needed to resolve the problems between the church and government in that area.  www.nmsi.org. 
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International Disaster Emergency Services
IDES has multiple programs to aid in disasters throughout the world and has short-term mission trips of all types, utilizing skills, knowledge, and labor at every level.  Won’t you consider a short-term mission trip in 2011?  www.ides.org. 
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